
 
 

Founded in 2014 by Isabelle Meunier and Greg Ralston, LAVINEA is committed to advancing 

the reputation of Oregon Pinot and Chardonnay by bringing to the attention of the world 

the Willamette Valley’s finest vineyard sites through exceptional, distinguished wines. 

 

2015 VINTAGE NOTES 

 

The 2015 growing season was the warmest vintage in recent history with higher than 

normal yields, and a hot, dry summer which resulted in a truly unexpected outcome and 

wines of exception.  The spring conditions mirrored those of 2014 with budburst two weeks 

ahead of normal and a beautiful steady growth through April and May.  Bloom in the first 

half of June under optimal weather conditions provided a very nice fruit set and higher than 

average yields by 15 to 30%, site dependent.  A steady string of heat waves during July and 

August, with a record of sixteen days reaching above 100° F, had a positive effect: it slowed 

down sugar accumulation and acid degradation resulting in fruit that carried nice 

physiological ripeness and acid balance to age through time.  Harvest was on the early side 

for us, looking to capture and preserve nature’s balancing act; and occurred from 

September 4
th

 to 19
th

.  We predict the wines of 2015 will be remembered as beautifully 

balanced and ageing gracefully for a good decade… or more.  Enjoy!   

 

 

 

2015 TUALATIN ESTATE VINEYARD PINOT NOIR 

 

One of the most historic sites in all the Willamette Valley, it originated amongst the 

visionaries and pioneers in the very first wave of Pinot Noir plantings, alongside Ponzi and 

Eyrie Vineyards.  The Original Tualatin Estate Vineyard was planted on Laurelwood soils at 

the foothills of the Coast Range in 1974 on its own roots, and produces a Pinot Noir of 

great vibrancy and length, with that extra dimension on the palate that only 40 + year old 

vines can achieve.  

 

 

WINEMAKER’S TASTING NOTES 

 

Brilliant and light ruby with a youthful purple edge, the initial aromas of red cherry and 

exotic spices open in the glass to more complex notes of strawberry, yellow stone fruit and 

hints of rose petals on a distinctive bedrock character.  A lively entry and soft palate travels 

along seamlessly, with an elegant texture that lingers on a stony core. The wine comes full 

circle as pie cherry notes linger on the refined finish. Elegance and minerality, the 

quintessential definition of a classic Pinot Noir: complex yet delicate.  This wine will seduce 

greatly by its refinement and polish, with a wonderful aging potential.  Cases Bottled: 279 

 

 

 

 



2015 LAZY RIVER VINEYARD 

 

Perched at the foothills of the Coast Range on a south-facing slope with gorgeous valley 

views.  The Lazy River Vineyard is a bijou of a site within the AVA, in part due to the highly 

unusual soil type for the area.   While most of the Yamhill-Carlton district soils are marine 

sedimentary, the vineyard was planted in 2001 on volcanic Jory soils, featuring red-iron 

mineralogy and basalt mother rock beneath.  These 15-year-old vines from the cool & 

sheltered site provide us with more depth and bright lush fruit flavors, natural balanced 

acidity & sustained refined texture with an elegant finish, promising a graceful aging 

potential.   

 

 

WINEMAKER’S TASTING NOTES: Pinot Noir 

 

Shiny and deep garnet in color with violet hues, the initial aromas reveal an interesting mix 

of dark cherries and lavender with hints of exotic spice: cardamom and nutmeg. It opens 

nicely to reveal mixed berry notes, and spiced cherries laced with intriguing rosemary. The 

palate carries mixed berry flavors wrapped with hints of coco on a spicy frame. A very 

smooth entry with a wonderfully lush texture carries the mouthfeel with velvety tannins to 

the long, lingering finish.  This highly complex wine, with its silky and open mouthfeel is a 

crowd pleaser.  Cases Bottled: 237  

 

WINEMAKER’S TASTING NOTES: Chardonnay 

 

Pale straw with a shimmering silver edge, the primary aromas of citrus fruit and refined 

floral elements quickly opens towards stone fruits: aromas of white peaches, Asian pear, 

fresh apricot and passionfruit notes.  Lively and nervous on the tongue, with a light 

creaminess, the lovely citrus and tropical fruit characteristics come together harmoniously 

as they travel across the palate and become wrapped in flinty notes on the tightening finish.  

A fruity and interesting wine that is enjoyable now, yet will gain in complexity as it ages.      

Cases Bottled: 231 

 

 

2015 NYSA VINEYARD PINOT NOIR 

 

Nestled at a very high elevation between Domaine Drouhin Oregon and Archery Summit, 

the Nysa Vineyard is perched high on an Eastern slope with gorgeous valley views.  This is 

our latest ripening vineyard which sets naturally low yields on intense volcanic Jory soils.   

Planted in 2003, this is our youngest of the portfolio, yet one of the most complex, 

capturing the typical cherry notes that made the Dundee Hills famous, completed by earthy 

characters with wonderful textures and a long vibrant finish.      

 

 

WINEMAKER’S TASTING NOTES 

 

Clear and shiny, deep ruby red in color with a softer edge, the initial aromas dance between 

red cherries, strawberry and fragrant floral scents so distinctive of the Dundee Hills. It 

quickly reveals a bouquet of wildflowers and candied cherry aromas framed by earthy 

mineral notes.  The palate is very bright, with a smooth and mouth filling texture, a deep 

core of red and black cherries, and a refined and chalky texture that lingers on the mineral 

and earthy finish.  A highly aromatic wine with a wonderful structure to age. Cases Bottled: 

353 

 



 

2015 ELTON VINEYARD 

 

Elton has been a favorite of numerous talented winemakers for a long time, and for good 

reason.  The vineyard with its long, distinguished history, was planted on its own roots in 

1983 in the Eola-Amity Hills.  The combination of volcanic Jory soils, gentle eastern slope 

and late afternoon cooling breeze of the Van Duzer corridor perfects the notion of a fresh 

core of tree fruits surrounded by earthy minerality & natural acidity that forms the “skeleton 

of the wine”, combining length, elegance and complexity, with great aging potential. 

 

 

WINEMAKER’S TASTING NOTES: Pinot Noir 

 

Bright and classic ruby-red in color with a purple hue, the first fragrance conveys hints of 

rosemary and lavender and boasting mixed red and black fruits.  It quickly opens in the 

glass to reveal bramble-berry and wet bedrock on a light spice frame.  A soft palate entry 

with a juicy & fruity core, very smooth and elegant coating texture travels the length and 

finishes with a wonderful tightening.  The quintessential definition of a beautiful pinot noir, 

very complete and showing promises of getting better through time.   Cases Bottled: 215

  

 

WINEMAKER’S TASTING NOTES: Chardonnay 

 

Shimmering pale golden in color with chartreuse and silver edge, the aromas reveal mineral 

& floral notes of acacia, completed by fresh lemon curds and suggestions of vanilla bean 

and exotic spice.  Lively entry on the palate with a light creamy core, the layers of pears, 

white peaches, orange creamsicle and honeysuckle flavors compete on the flinty and 

mineral finish.  An elegant and long-lasting wine, with fresh layers upon layers which may 

demand another glass.     Cases Bottled: 186 

 

 

2015 TEMPERANCE HILL VINEYARD PINOT NOIR 

 

Perched at a very high elevation above Bethel Heights Vineyard looking down the mouth of 

the Van Duzer Corridor, Temperance Hill is truly on the fringe of grape growing boundaries.  

It’s high and cool location produces wines of exception, with outstanding aging potential.   

Nicknamed “the staircase vineyard”, we share its mid-step blocks between Bergström and 

Adelsheim, with glorious south facing slopes. Planted in 2001 and farmed organically, the 

cool evening winds promote a long ripening season with slow flavor development and 

perfect acid balance.  The wines carry the perfect complexity one gets with an exceptional 

site and great vintage conditions.   

 

 

WINEMAKER’S TASTING NOTES 

 

Deep purple with black cherry hues and a youthful bluish edge, the first scents boast a 

complex and very compelling and intriguing mixture of red and dark fruits with earthy 

notes, with hints of spice and red licorice. These aromas evolve in the glass towards dusty 

red cherries in kirsch, and fresh blueberries raising over an earthy background.  The smooth 

and soft entry travels the length of the wine, and reveals a youthful soft texture, and a long 

finish that dances between red and black fruit with lingering mineral notes.  Truly an age 

worthy and compelling wine.  Cases Bottled: 264 


